Upper limb Escherichia coli cellulitis in the immunocompromised.
The neutropenic state characteristic of acute lymphoblastic leukaemia (ALL) predisposes to infections involving Gram-negative bacilli. An Escherichia coli cellulitis originating in the first web space of the hand is described in a patient undergoing reinduction chemotherapy for ALL. Proximal extension of the infection progressed at a very rapid rate and required a forequarter amputation as a life saving measure. Due to the blunted inflammatory response in neutropenic patients, the need for close monitoring and quick intervention is stressed.